UM to honor award winners at May 11 reception by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
5-7-1992 
UM to honor award winners at May 11 reception 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM to honor award winners at May 11 
reception" (1992). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 12696. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/12696 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE Office of N ew s and Publications Missoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
May 7, 1992
UM TO HONOR AWARD WINNERS AT MAY 11 RECEPTION  
MISSOULA -
The first three faculty members to land federal research grants will be honored as part 
of The University of Montana Faculty and Staff Awards Reception, set for Monday, May 11.
The event, which will run from 4 to 6 p.m. in the University Center Ballroom, 
recognizes people who have made outstanding contributions to UM.
The first of the three ground-breaking researchers to be recognized at the ceremony 
will be the late UM zoology Professor Lud Browman, who in 1940 won a National Research 
Council grant and amassed a total of about $170,000 in federal grants by 1975. The second 
will be Professor Phil Wright, who was on UM’s zoology faculty from 1959 to 1985 and in 
1942 landed a grant from the National Commission for Research in Problems in Sex. The 
third will be botany Professor Meyer Chessin, who in 1950 received a National Institutes of 
Health grant. Chessin, who began teaching botany at UM in 1949, recently received an 
honorary fellowship in the Indian Virological Society at its international conference on 
virology in the tropics. He’s also won a Fulbright Scholar Grant to study plant viruses in 
Bulgaria and a Fulbright lectureship in the former Soviet Union.
Plaques and Centennial Circle bricks bearing the researchers’ names will be presented 
at the reception. The circle will be dedicated June 5 at the site of the grizzly statue.
The other awards and recipients include:
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■  $2,500 Burlington Northern Awards -- Biological sciences Assistant Professor 
Thomas Mitchell-Olds for achievement in scholarship or creative activity and law Professor 
Margery Hunter Brown for achievement in teaching. Mitchell-Olds, on UM’s faculty since 
1988, applies his studies of plant population genetics to problems in plant-parasite 
interactions, molecular evolution, conservation biology and agriculture. Brown, director of 
the Indian Law Clinic and faculty adviser to the Public Land Law Review, specializes in 
federal Indian law and public land and resources law.
■  $1,000 Distinguished Scholar Award -- Geology Professor George D. Stanley 
Jr., an invertebrate paleontologist who’s received international recognition for his 
contributions to the study of Mesozoic marine life. Last year, the TV show "Nova" featured 
his studies in northeastern Oregon’s Wallowa Mountains, where fossilized coral, sponges and 
mollusks seem to hail from a distant continent.
■  $1,000 Distinguished Teacher Award -- Botany and environmental studies 
Associate Professor Vicki Watson, who joined UM’s faculty in 1983 and specializes in 
aquatic ecosystem ecology. Active in the Ecological Society of America and the Montana 
Academy of Science, she’s known for using state-of-the-art methods in her courses. A 
particular research interest of hers is the Clark Fork, which she’s called a "symbol of man’s 
abuse of his environment. ... Yet, like the phoenix, it is also a symbol of how a natural 
system can be healed and regain some of its former vitality."
■  $1,000 Administrative Service Award — Kendall D. Hubbard, assistant to the 
associate provost for research and economic development in the research administration
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office. At UM since 1968, Hubbard has also been the UM Foundation accountant and 
director of the Contract and Grant Accounting Office.
■  $1,000 Most Inspirational Faculty Member Award — Communications studies 
Assistant Professor Steven R. Phillips. At UM since 1989, he was chosen for the award by 
Silent Sentinel, a secret honor society that polls graduating seniors. He’s taught 
Organizational Communication, Small Group Communication and Basic Public Speaking. In 
1990, he was named Most Inspirational Teacher in the Interpersonal Communication 
Department.
■  $1,000 Outstanding Academic Advising Award — Humanities department chair 
and Professor Phillip R. Fandozzi, who began teaching philosophy at UM in 1971. Director 
of the Liberal Arts Program and coordinator of the Liberal Arts Advising Program, "He 
empowers students to believe in themselves," writes humanities Associate Professor Julia 
Watson. "He gives them the skills and confidence they need ... to complete their academic 
programs successfully."
■  $1,000 Outstanding Volunteer Award -  Millie Dunn of Missoula, who through 
the Senior Volunteer Program has worked at the School of Journalism Library for almost 
eight years.
■  $2,500 John Ruffatto Achievement Award -  Law school Associate Dean Steven 
C. Bahls, on UM’s faculty since 1985. The award, named for the former chairman of 
Murphey-Favre Securities Services Inc., honors faculty members who work with Montana 
businesses and incorporate their practical experiences into their course work. Bahls has
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worked on a variety of business law reform projects and taught the courses Non-Corporate 
Business Organizations, Corporations and Business Organizations I and II. In 1991, he won 
the law school’s Outstanding Faculty Award.
■  $333 Employee of the Quarter Awards — Fall quarter: Gus Chambers, 
Telecommunications Center producer and director for over seven years. Producer of KUFM 
radio’s "Freeforms" program, he’s also produced award-winning recruiting videos and co­
produced the award-winning "Backroads of Montana" TV show. He also teaches 
introductory TV and radio classes. Winter quarter: Raneid "Roni" Patrick, a 22-year UM 
veteran who’s a secretary in the biological sciences division. An executive officer of the 
Staff Senate, she’s served in the group since 1989. She’s also a member of the Quality 
Circle, formed to encourage professional growth for secretaries. Spring quarter: Marlene 
W. Kovash, who began work at the business school as an administrative secretary in 1977 
and has advanced to administrative officer.
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